
Critical Discourse Analysis 
Panels: Call for Papers
There are two panels which take CDA approaches to policy analysis this year at the Interpretive 
Policy Analysis Conference which will be held at DeMontfort University, Leicester, UK:

• Critical Discourse Analysis, Discourse Theory and Hegemony

• Critical Discourse Analysis and Policy

Details about the conference, submitting a paper and of the two CDA panels are below. We invite, 
and look forward to receiving, paper proposals!

Nicolina Montesano Montessori and Michael Farrelly
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Interpretive Policy Analysis
12th International Conference

5th – 7th July 2017
DeMontfort University, Leicester, UK

Activism, Populism, and the Future of the Democratic 
State

Instructions for Submitting a Paper Proposal
The organisers of the 12th international conference on Interpretive Policy Analysis invite 

proposals for papers. Authors should submit the details of their papers, including an 
abstract of no more than 300 words, to the conference email at: 

  
IPAconference2017@dmu.ac.uk	

  
Papers should be submitted to one of the named panels (listed below) or to the open 

section. Panel convenors will review and select papers for their panel. Proposals should 
include: panel number; paper title; name, role, institutional affiliation and email address; 

abstract (no more than 300 words). For full details of panels, please see attached 
booklet. 

 
The conference webpage, www.dmu.ac.uk/ipaconference, will go ‘live’ on Friday 13th 

January.
 

For general inquiries concerning the conference, please use the conference 
email: IPAconference2017@dmu.ac.uk. 



Panel 13: Critical Discourse Analysis, Discourse Theory and 
Hegemony 
Panel Convenors:  
Nicolina Montesano Montessori (Utrecht University) –n.montesanomontessori@gmail.com  
Michael Farrelly (University of Hull) – M.Farelly@hull.ac.uk  

This panel offers a forum for critical discourse approaches to policy analysis performed in 
combination with discourse theory (Laclau and Mouffe 1985 and beyond). Combining discourse 
theory and CDA is both challenging and productive. Challenging in the sense that both maintain 
different ontological views, rewarding because the theoretical orientation of DT and the 
methodological orientation of CDA complement each other very well. Papers may focus on any 
area of policy analysis, social change, social movements, hegemony and power and may adopt a 
range of approaches to textually oriented CDA combined with discourse theory. A key aim of the 
panel is to reflect on the challenges and possibilities of combining CDA and DT. Contributors are 
therefore encouraged to reflect explicitly on their research aims, reasons for combining CDA and 
DT, problems found and (not) resolved on the way, and implications for our understanding of the 
pitfalls and opportunities of this combined approach. Papers are welcome that combine CDA and 
DT and, for instance, focus on the following topics:

• Social and/or organisational change 

• Social movements 

• Social entrepreneurship

• Radical Democracy

• Hegemony

• Power

• Populism

Papers will variously ask: What are the features of discourse associated with areas of policy 
practices and/or processes of social change? What is the role of discourse in processes of social 
change - or its stagnation? How does a research approach that comprises CDA and DT help to 
understand the particular phenomenon that is being researched?  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Panel 27: Critical Discourse Analysis and Policy
Panel Convenors:  
Michael Farrelly, University of Hull, UK m.farrelly@hull.ac.uk 
Nicolina Montesano Montessori, Utrecht University n.montesanomontessori@gmail.com  

This panel offers a forum for critical discourse approaches to policy analysis. A distinctive feature of 
this approach is its incorporation of a theory of discourse with a detailed text analytical framework 
which aims not just at interpreting the discursive aspects of political and policy practices but also at 
explicitly critiquing them. 

Papers may focus on any area of policy analysis and critique, and may adopt a range of 
approaches to textually oriented CDA. A key aim of the panel is to provide a space to discuss the 
contribution of CDA as one approach to critical policy analysis and to address practical issues of 
method in applying critical discourse analysis to IPA. Contributors are therefore encouraged to 
reflect explicitly on the theoretical and methodological decisions made during their research. 

Exploration of the role of discourse/semiosis in influencing, enacting, or responding to any area of 
policy is encouraged, including: 

• Discourse, democracy and activism

• Energy and the environment

• Citizenship and education

• Immigration, asylum, and race relations

• Health and social care

• Austerity and economic crisis

Papers will variously ask: What are the features of discourse associated with areas of policy and 
political practices? Do these features of discursive practice impose constraints or present 
affordances in the social practices examined? How do particular conflicts, contradictions, and 
shifting power relations play out? 
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